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Villa Bali Bali

Kerobokan, Bali, Indonesia

Here's a style of villas in Bali that are instantly recognizable due to their distinctive, sweeping, shingle
roofs that extend almost to ground level, resting like funky oversized hats in a corresponding sequence
of geometric shapes.

Imagine making your mark with a flourish so unique that no one else dares copy it. Gianni Francione and
Mauro Garavoglia (G & M) are two Italian architects who've lived in Bali for many years and have done



just that. Their chic villas are resourcefully integrated into the natural contours of the land, while their
innovative style features in several coffee table books on tropical design. The internal diagonal support
of their architectural blueprint has been likened to the 'anchor lines of a hot air balloon', giving each
roof an astonishing buoyancy as if it were simply hovering in the air.

G & M's first 'hat' trick was the creation of a trio of villas known as Bali Bali: petite Bali Bali Cottage,
three-bedroom Bali Bali One and two-bedroom Bali Bali Two. Together, these unique structures can
sleep up to 15 guests, offering a variety of renting options as each has its own private entrance (and
separate pool).

Inside, the organically-shaped walls and low roofs serve to create cozy nooks within open-plan living
areas, while gorgeous rural vistas can be glimpsed from the most unexpected corners. TV viewing takes
place on snug attic-like mezzanines, and intriguing passageways lead to romantic, somewhat rustic,
bedrooms. Outside, primitive statues stand guard beside lily ponds, vast gardens roll down to the rice
fields, and a quirky, half-moon swimming pool beckons. The villas are nestled peacefully within an
enchanting rural enclave only ten minutes' drive from the beach and a few kilo metres from
sophisticated Seminyak.

As the end of your holiday draws near, it's got to be worth conjuring that rabbit out of its favorite haunt
and begging for an extension.
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